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except in desert parts and high mountains, and over South-
Western Asia generally, as well as the Mascarene Islands.
Andaman and Nicobar birds are darker on the grey parts.
This is a night-bird, though less completely so than
most Bitterns. It breeds in most places between' May
and August, on trees, laying from three to five pale sea-
green eggs rather over an inch and-a-half long.
The Little Bitterns, which conclude the Heron family,
are quaint little things, all under sixteen inches long, of a
more or less dun or chestnut colour, with very fully ruffed
necks. Their legs are rather short, and their bills some-
what slight. They differ from the rest of the Herons in
two important points ; the females differ much from the
males in colour, and the birds are pre-eminently perchers,
skulking about among bushes and reeds, among which
they run and climb rapidly. They have a trick of perch-
ing with the bill pointed upwards, and when facing the
observer thus look very like a dead yellow rush. At
least Mr. Hudson found this to be the case with a South
American species, which practiqally made itself invisible
among reeds by this manoeuvre, aided by the fact that it
turned and faced him as he walked round it, thus only
presenting the thin front edge of the body to the eye..
This sounds very wonderful, but the explanation is really
simple. The birds practise the trick of standing in this
position everywhere ; a recent observer in Africa saw it
done in an ordinary tree., where it was of course of no use *
and. the bird would naturally in any case turn to keep its
eye on the enemy. Moreover, the thin slab-sided form of
the bird, so admirably adapted for this protective device,
is more or less common to all Herons, and in this particular
case is needed to enable the species to creep through
the rushes.
When brought to bay, the Dwarf Bitterns fight bravely,
and will do their best to poke out the eyes of any one who
handles them incautiously; in fact, I have seen few things
more touching than the desperate "gameness" of these
poor little birds, as one sees them at times in the Calcutta

